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METRO AREA EXPRESS LIGHT RAIL 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.13 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to allow the following motion to be moved 
forthwith — 

That this house condemns the Liberal–National government for breaking its promise to build 
the MAX light rail and for lying to the people of Western Australia. Furthermore, this house 
calls on the Premier and members for Mount Lawley, Perth and Morley to formally apologise 
to the house and the people of their electorates who were deliberately misled. 

This is the first opportunity we have had to investigate and demand that the government be held to account for 
this monstrous broken promise that it perpetrated upon the people of Western Australia. We learnt yesterday, via 
the tortuous wording of the Minister for Transport, that MAX light rail was not going to proceed; today we had it 
confirmed by no less than the Treasurer of Western Australia. I will quote what the Minister for Transport had to 
say yesterday — 

“The light rail to the north I can confirm won’t be done as a light rail, … 
I will read it again. The Minister for Transport said — 

“The light rail to the north I can confirm won’t be done as a light rail, … 
The interpretation of that in plain English is that the government is breaking its promise to build a light rail out to 
Mirrabooka, connecting the electorates of Mount Lawley, Morley and Perth. This is our first opportunity to raise 
it. We think it is urgent because a range of electorates were won by the Liberal Party based upon that particular 
commitment, and I think the Premier and relevant members of Parliament need to come into this place to account 
for that broken promise and apologise to this house, but, more importantly, to the people of the state and their 
electorates for their broken promise. It is an urgent matter that we learnt about only since the matter of public 
interest yesterday. This is our first opportunity to raise it since we put in our wording for our MPI yesterday. 
There can be no argument that we have not raised it at the first opportunity, and there is no argument that it is not 
an urgent matter because it is. The Minister for Transport needs to be held to account and not laugh about it. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: I will. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I look forward to it. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: There is nothing new in this. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I look forward to it. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: Good. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am seeking an indication from the Leader of the House of what the government might be 
prepared to offer in relation to this matter. 
Mr J.H.D. Day: We will agree to 20 minutes each side. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: All right; I take the Leader of the House at his word. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [12.15 pm]: I question whether this is genuinely a matter 
of such urgency that we need to suspend standing orders; it could have been dealt with in private members’ time 
later this afternoon. However, being as generous and cooperative a government as we are, we will, as I said, agree 
to each side having 20 minutes in the debate. I seek to add the words to the motion. I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 20 minutes for government members and 20 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support of 
an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.16 pm]: I move — 
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That this house condemns the Liberal–National government for breaking its promise to build the 
MAX light rail and for lying to the people of Western Australia. Furthermore, this house calls on the 
Premier and members for Mount Lawley, Perth and Morley to formally apologise to the house and the 
people of their electorates who were deliberately misled. 

The great lie of the last state election campaign was that the government’s promises were fully funded and fully 
costed. The government stamped that on all its commitments, and we have found out time and again that that was 
untrue. The example here today of the MAX light rail is a monstrous example of a broken promise and lie 
perpetrated by the Liberal Party and the Premier on the people of Western Australia. When I listened to the radio 
this morning I heard the Treasurer explaining it away. He said, “Look, our promise was a hope and expectation”! 
He said it was a hope and expectation! So, “fully funded, fully costed” has now been converted to a hope and 
expectation that the government would be able to do it. But that is not what the government said before the last state 
election; I remember it well. I was in the thick of it, announcing spending cuts to fund our promises while the 
government said everything could be afforded, including the nearly $2 billion MAX light rail. Now, today, the 
government’s excuse is, “Oh, well, you know, the federal government isn’t contributing to it.” Let us have a look at 
what the Premier of Western Australia had to say on the Thursday before the state election, 7 March 2013. He was 
asked by a news host, Tim McMillan, and I quote — 

Can you guarantee your airport rail link and the light rail project will go ahead with or without federal 
funding by 2018? 

The Premier answered — 
They will go ahead; they have been properly costed by the Liberal Party. That’s been confirmed by 
Treasury. 

I repeat — 
They will go ahead; they have been properly costed by the Liberal Party. That’s been confirmed by 
Treasury. 

The government put this “fully costed, fully funded” stamp on everything. Everything the government had to say 
about this project was a lie to the people of this state. The Premier made it worse. Do members know what the 
Premier said to the people of Mirrabooka? On the day that he announced the MAX light rail plan in 
September 2012 in the lead-up to the state election, he said, “I will give you the tip—go and buy a property around 
this area.” That is what he told the people of Mirrabooka and property investors in this state—go and buy property 
around Mirrabooka—because the government was going to build the Metro Area Express light rail there. 

If the Liberal Party tries to make out that it was not really a commitment, time and again it released press 
releases and policy announcements. On 2 September 2012, the Premier and the former Minister for Transport 
Troy Buswell announced the MAX light rail project. I will quote from a policy document released during the 
course of the election campaign — 

• MAX light rail is a key part of the Liberals’ public transport plan 

• Metro Area Express (MAX) will connect Mirrabooka to the CBD and beyond 
… 

A Liberal Government, if re-elected, will maintain its nation-leading infrastructure program by building 
the Metro Area Express (MAX), a new light rail system connecting Mirrabooka with the CBD … 

There it is; time and again the Liberal Party promised it to the people of Western Australia. It was meant to 
connect Mirrabooka with the CBD via the electorates of Mount Lawley, Morley and Perth, and each and every 
one of those members of Parliament went out and campaigned on it in the lead-up to the state election. They 
went out there time and again with this material, provided no doubt with the support of the Liberal Party and the 
Premier, to campaign about the fully funded, fully costed promises for their electorates. People throughout their 
electorates voted on the back of that light rail commitment, which was a central part of the government’s 
program. What makes it worse is that since the last state election, members opposite have been telling people 
that they are still going to do it. Time and again they have been telling people that it might just be delayed by 
a year or two but they are still going to do it. In Hansard of 25 February 2014, the Premier is reported as 
saying — 

Work will not stop on the light rail project. 

But it has time and again, because we kept hearing these stories that it was not going to happen. Since the last 
state election, the Liberal Party has kept reassuring us and the people of Western Australia that it was going to 
happen. It is not just a broken promise from the last state election; it is a broken promise since the last state 
election. 
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Each of those members of Parliament put out material in their electorates. Time and again, material on the 
construction of the MAX light rail by 2018, signed by the member for Morley, was ushered into the letterboxes 
of the people of his electorate. Where is the member? He is not here. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There he is. He can apologise. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I know there is great excitement now that we have realised that the member for 
Morley is present, but we can carry on. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: On 18 February 2013 in a letter to constituents, he said that he wanted to draw their 
attention to the Liberal Party’s commitment to build the $1.8 billion MAX light rail network connecting 
Mirrabooka to the CBD. Leaflet after leaflet and letter after letter were sent to the people of his electorate 
expressing the fact that the government was committed to building the MAX light rail from Mirrabooka to the 
CBD. When the member for Perth was running for office at the last state election, she put out material about the 
light rail along major arterial routes. It was part of her “Working hard for your community” campaign. The 
member for Perth can get up and apologise as well. Indeed, the member for Mount Lawley also had material out 
there before the state election about the connection along Alexander Drive and Fitzgerald Street from 
Balga Polytechnic West to the city. The member for Mount Lawley was out there campaigning about this. Where 
is he, Mr Speaker? He was campaigning about this issue in his electorate and seeking votes on the basis of this 
commitment. 

Indeed, we have just had a look at the Bigger Picture website and I want to quote the website today — 

Metro Area Express, or MAX, is Perth’s proposed 22 km light rail network that will run from 
Mirrabooka in the north to the CBD … 

… 

Due to critical State budget pressures, the State Government has deferred the MAX Light Rail project 
for three years, which will see overall completion of the project by late 2022. 

You have misled; you have lied. The Premier has misled and he has lied. 

The SPEAKER: I just want to say something to you, Leader of the Opposition. The motion is about the 
Liberal government. If you are going to make statements about particular members, be very careful of the 
wording that you use. The Liberal Party is different, so just be very careful. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Liberal Party has lied. We saw the material that the Liberal Party put out there. We 
saw the commitments it made to the people of Western Australia before and after the last state election upon 
which people voted. It was not a hope and expectation, it was not something contingent on federal funding and it 
was not just a puff of wind not to be believed; it was a fundamental promise that was made to the people of 
Western Australia upon which they voted. It was the Liberal Party’s response to our Metronet plan upon which 
people voted. It said that irrespective of where the money came from, it would be built, but now we and the 
people of those electorates have found out that that was not true. 
I will close on this point: we found out about this because the details of the government’s so-called transport plan 
got leaked to the press. The press then had to drag out from the minister what is happening with the MAX 
project, and it turned out that the MAX project had disappeared from the government’s transport plan, as the 
minister confirmed yesterday and the Treasurer confirmed — 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, the minister did. Is he now going back on that? 
The SPEAKER: Thank you! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The minister confirmed it yesterday and the Treasurer confirmed it today. I am saying to 
the government that it should release its transport plan. Do not just put it out as spin in a few weeks’ time with its 
little announcements here and there trying to overcome the fact that it has broken its word on MAX light rail. It 
should release its transport plan and let the people of Hasluck, Swan, Perth and Cowan know exactly what its 
plans are, exactly how it is going to fund it and exactly what other commitments it has broken. This is a grievous 
broken promise by the government, and the members involved and the Premier should apologise. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [12.27 pm]: This is the biggest broken promise from the last election. Today 
we heard from the Treasurer what he believes about election promises. What did the Treasurer say today? He 
said — 

“As a Treasurer, do I think we did the right thing by backing out of MAX? You better believe it,” … 
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This goes to the key point. The Liberal Party never stands by its election promises. It thinks it is the right thing to 
do to break the biggest election promise made in that campaign. This shows that people cannot trust the 
Liberal Party on its election promises. Time and again it has been demonstrated that it cannot be trusted. Today 
the Treasurer had the chance to apologise, but what did he say? He said that it is the right thing to do. He said 
that governments have to be flexible. I know that the Treasurer likes yoga, but does he have to be flexible with 
his election promises? That is what he is saying. It does not matter what the Liberal Party promises at the next 
election; it cannot be believed. The Treasurer himself said that it is the right thing to do to break election 
promises, and that is what he did today. This is not an election promise that appeared on the fiftieth page of some 
large policy document. This was not an election promise that appeared on one of those electronic flashing signs 
that the government likes to use. This was a core promise that was distributed again and again throughout the 
seats of Morley, Mount Lawley and Perth—seats that the Liberal Party wanted to either hold onto or win. 
The light rail project first appeared in the Liberal Party’s draft transport plan. Remember that? That plan was 
costed. That plan said that the light rail would cost $1 billion. The Liberal Party made that announcement in 
2012, as the Leader of the Opposition said. I remember that announcement. That announcement showed all the 
local members saying that this is their big transport policy. What did the Minister for Transport and then the 
Treasurer say? They said that light rail had been assessed as the most suitable option in these areas, because it 
can move more people in one lane than any number of buses and cars. They said that it would be 
transformational. It has been transformational—it has transformed from a light rail to a bus to a tunnel, it 
appears! It has transformed itself time and again. 
Therefore, not only is it that the Liberal Party misled the public at the time of the election, but also it is the 
amount of misleading and lies that the Liberal Party has told since that time. In 2014, the Premier said that work 
will not stop on the light rail project. The Premier said again, two days later, on 26 February, that work will not 
stop on the light rail. On 24 May 2016, a couple of weeks ago, the Premier said, “Our decision was to defer 
MAX light rail, so it still stands as a government project, albeit pushed out.” It does not stand as a government 
project. The Premier should stand up and apologise. The Premier did the same thing with the Ellenbrook rail. 
The Premier kept saying that he did not promise it. He kept saying that it was the poor member for Swan Hills 
who went rogue with that commitment—when it was endorsed by the Liberal Party and was in its election 
costings. The Premier should stand up and have the guts to apologise. The Premier should face up to the fact that 
the government went to an election in three key seats and made a commitment that it is now breaking 
100 per cent. That is what the government is doing, and it has a Treasurer who is 100 per cent proud of breaking 
core election commitments. 
MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.31 pm]: Last week, I stood in this Parliament and asked why there was 
a budget line item for the Metro Area Express light rail when it was clear that it was not going to be delivered to 
the people of Mirrabooka. The Premier interjected and told me to calm down. How can I calm down when for 
the past four years I have been telling the people of Mirrabooka that something is going to be delivered into their 
area, and all they have seen is delays and changes to bus routes and delays to town planning schemes based on 
the fact that the MAX light rail was going to be delivered? How can I calm down when I am told by journalists 
and other people that the MAX light rail is not going to be delivered, and the government keeps saying that it is 
going to be delivered? How can I calm down when I am doorknocking in the Mirrabooka community and people 
talk to me about how they thought light rail would be coming into their area and that is why they voted for the 
Liberal Party? How can I calm down when the government is continuing to lie to the people I represent? 

Last week, I stood in this Parliament and said to the government, “What are you doing? You have got a line item 
in the budget that says MAX light rail, and you are not going to deliver it to the community. Why are you doing 
this to the community? What sort of duplicitous, horrible hoax are you playing on the people of Mirrabooka?” 
An elderly woman who has Parkinson’s disease has had her bus route changed, because the government is going 
to deliver MAX light rail into the area. When she wants to go to Dianella Plaza to do her shopping, she now has 
to go all the way to another bus stop at Morley Galleria and then go back to Dianella. How is it that this 
government’s lies at this point in time are still disadvantaging the people of Mirrabooka? How is it that this 
government’s lies have meant that the Mirrabooka town centre stage 3 development has been delayed by two 
years, for one road to accommodate the MAX light rail? That road now is so wide, to allow for a MAX light rail 
down the middle that is not coming, and the shopfronts on either side have had to be lessened, all because the 
government said that it was going to deliver the MAX light rail. 

How can I calm down when the government does that to a community that needs to redevelop, restructure and 
regrow—a community that is so close to the city and needs to have that positive asset? A private training 
provider bought a disused building to deliver training in Mirrabooka. He is saying, “Where is this light rail that 
they promised, which is the reason why I invested into this training facility in this area?” How can I calm down 
about these things? Land is sitting there and nothing is being done with that land. We were perhaps going to get 
a private hospital in the area, because we were going to get a light rail. However, the development of that will 
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probably go by the wayside, with good jobs that would have been delivered into the area, simply because the 
government and the Liberal Party have lied to the people of Mirrabooka. There ain’t no calming down about 
that! 

Opposition members: Hear, hear! 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [12.35 pm]: It is a big call to accuse a government of lying. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I want to bring your attention to one thing. This has been going for 17 minutes. Not 
one single person has been called. People have listened to the arguments. Now have the courtesy to listen to the 
arguments again. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said, it is a big call to accuse a government of lying. It is a bigger call for a Leader of 
the Opposition to accuse a Premier of Western Australia of lying, but that is what we just heard. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am not going to respond to that. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: During the 2013 election campaign, this government made just over 50 what I would call 
significant commitments to the people of Western Australia. We will stand on our record at the time of the next 
election. People will find that virtually all those commitments either have been delivered in full or are in 
progress—being constructed as a physical project. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We will stand on our record. Of those commitments, there will be one or two that maybe 
will not be delivered for a variety of reasons—one or two out of over 50. 

With respect to the Metro Area Express light rail, to be accused of lying implies that the person or the 
government of the day deliberately misled the people. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A lie is when a person goes out and deliberately — 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: A lie is when we go out and deliberately tell something that we know not to be the truth. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Are you going to allow that, Mr Speaker? 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the second time. Take your seat, please, 
member for Cannington. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: During the first term of this government, our focus was on health, and we have virtually 
rebuilt the public health system of Western Australia. That is an extraordinary achievement. At the time of the 
last election I said, quite rightly, that if we win a second term, our focus will be on transport, and it has been. We 
made two major commitments during the 2013 election campaign. The first was to build a rail line out through 
Belmont to the airport and through to Forrestfield. That construction will get underway shortly. A huge amount 
of planning was necessary for that project. That project is going ahead. The second commitment that we made 
was the MAX light rail. 
Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: In terms of significance, the airport project — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Let me just clear something up. This is a substantive motion. Standing order 92 states — 
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Imputations of improper motives and personal reflections on the Sovereign, the Governor, a judicial 
officer or members of the Assembly … are disorderly other than by substantive motion. 

Although I ask you to temper your language, that is the standing order. Another thing, member for Cannington, 
is that you have shown the poster that you are holding up. Nobody has asked whether they can show posters. 
I have let you do it. So let us move on and hear the Premier. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The two major transport commitments made by the Liberal Party at the last state election 
were the rail line out to the airport — 
Ms J.M. Freeman interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: For goodness sake! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: For the third time, the first of the two major commitments we made in transport was the 
rail line out to the airport and Forrestfield; that was always going to be the first project. The second major 
commitment was the MAX light rail project. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Belmont, I call you for the first time. Member for Mandurah, I call you for the 
second time. 
Mrs G.J. Godfrey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: That is enough. Member for Belmont, I have called you as well. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Two major commitments — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the third time. Member for Belmont, I call you 
for the second time. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I call you to order for the first and second times. Member for 
Girrawheen, I call you for the first time. This is outrageous. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Liberal Party made two major commitments in public transport: first, the rail line out 
to the airport and Forrestfield; second, MAX light rail. 
Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We made two big commitments. People in the wider public will assume that political 
parties have these enormous resources at their disposal. That is not the case and everyone in this chamber knows 
that. Both projects—the rail line through the airport to Forrestfield and MAX light rail—in terms of the 
development of major infrastructure, were embryonic. They were at early stages. They were at conceptual stages. 
The detailed work had not been done. It was — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: There were two big projects—big concept, big thinking, visionary projects. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Butler, I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Political parties and leaders of parties are meant to paint the bigger picture and the vision 
for the future. To suggest that all the engineering, design, costings and everything had been done is false; that is 
not where either project was. The fact that the rail project out through the airport to Forrestfield is only now at 
the point at which the contracts have been signed, the detailed work has been done and the project is about to 
commence demonstrates fairly obviously how long these infrastructure projects take. 
There were changes. Those election campaign commitments were made in absolute good faith because they are 
both important projects. There were changes in the way the federal government under Tony Abbott was 
approaching funding; there was very much a shift away from funding public transport towards road funding. 
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That is a reality. As a result, we said that we would proceed with the Airport–Forrestfield project and we would 
defer MAX light rail. We still made those commitments honestly and in good faith. That is where we are at now. 
Move on a couple of years to today and — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Mirrabooka, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have not altered the forward estimates. They are what they are. But we are about to 
release the “Perth Transport Plan for 3.5 million People and Beyond” in July, and that will show an integrated 
and long-term plan in great detail. For a long time people have been — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: People and commentators have been calling for long-term planning for the City of Perth. 
We have seen that in land usage, subregional centres and the like. We are about to see a long-term plan through 
to 2050, 35 years into the future, that is about not only one mode of transport, but also roads, rail, light rail, 
cycling, pedestrians—the whole gamut. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: More than two years’ work has gone into it, not by politicians but by professionals in 
transport planning. We will release that plan as it is. We will not be tampering with it; we will not be putting our 
own views over the top of it. It will be released. It is long term; over the course of that plan’s rollout, successive 
governments will allocate priorities and do the detailed planning, engineering and costing, and it may change. 
The plan will be a living, working document, but for the first time since probably the Stephenson era, Perth will 
have long-term land use and transport planning. That is the reality, and people have been calling for it. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, calm down. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I want to conclude with this: if we were to take a bird’s-eye view of Perth, and I will talk 
about just rail, light or heavy — 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. I have asked you to give the 
Premier a chance. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: If we take a bird’s-eye view of Perth, what do we see? We see a Joondalup rail line 
essentially going north along the coast. To the east, we see the long-established Midland line going due east. 
Then the south-east line goes to Armadale and the southerly line goes, basically, along a coastal route down to 
Mandurah. From that bird’s-eye view, we see a huge quadrant to the north of Perth; from the coastal Joondalup 
line to the Midland line in the east, there is nothing in between. We would not have to be geniuses to say that that 
is where public transport needs to go. That is the glaring omission. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Maylands, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: MAX light rail at least addressed that huge quadrant of metropolitan Perth where there is 
nothing. When the minister releases the Perth transport plan, members will see that we have not ignored that 
quadrant. Maybe if members listen, including the member for Mirrabooka, and look at that transport plan when it 
is released, they will see that what is proposed is far, far better than light rail. The system will move more people 
and move them quickly and serve a wider range of suburbs. Wait and see. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mirrabooka, thank you. Member for Churchlands, I call you to order. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [12.48 pm]: I have much pleasure in standing 
and representing the government on its work in transport across the Perth metropolitan area. I believe that we 
have a very strong track record of what we have delivered, and I am happy to talk through it. I would like to 
draw reference to comments made by the Leader of the Opposition in the past when we have discussed the 
potential of tunnelling all the way for the Forrestfield–Airport Link. He said that he did not believe the 
government even considered building the rail tunnel the full length of the line. He said that it was another 
thought bubble and he thought that we were not being honest about it. The Labor apparatchik Peter Newman — 

Ms L.L. Baker interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Maylands! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The Labor apparatchik Peter Newman came out and said that it would be — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you. Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The Labor apparatchik said that the tunnel would cost eight to 10 times more than 
constructing above-ground. He said that it would cost eight to 10 times as much and he is the so-called transport 
expert in Perth who told Western Australia that it was impossible to deliver a tunnel for the Forrestfield–Airport 
Link—it was impossible. Now that the project is underway and we are delivering it for less than the budget of an 
above-ground solution, opposition members go quiet. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Members opposite criticise the government for looking at alternatives that may be able to 
deliver a better solution for Perth and the people of Western Australia—God forbid we are criticised for trying to 
work through better solutions for the people of Western Australia! If members opposite want to talk about how 
the Forrestfield–Airport Link becoming a tunnel is now a broken promise because we are delivering it 
underground, they can go right ahead because I can tell members that when I talk to people out in the eastern 
suburbs, they believe that it is a far superior outcome. 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I have the privilege of taking responsibility for delivering transport solutions for 
Western Australia. We have a record level of investment not only in our road infrastructure, but also in our 
public transport infrastructure. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Members opposite like to talk about the physical presence of the line — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: — but when we spend $470 million on upgrading and expanding a bus fleet across the 
Perth metropolitan area — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Beam me up, Scotty! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I now call you to order for the third time. You want to be beamed up 
but I might beam you out, so just calm down. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: We spent $470 million on expanding and upgrading the bus fleet right across Transperth 
and the Perth metropolitan area. The number of buses has increased by 30 per cent and the rail fleet has 
increased by 30 per cent, on which a quarter of a billion dollars was spent. We are very committed to transport 
solutions, including public transport. We have extended the rail line out to Butler, which was a $220 million 
project. Everybody who goes south sees the new train station being built at Aubin Grove. Everybody can start to 
see the service works that are going on in High Wycombe–Forrestfield for the start of the new station’s 
underground rail. We have every right to be proud. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: If we can determine better solutions for the people of Western Australia, I believe it is 
incumbent on a good government to explore them. We explored the tunnel option. There was a long-held view 
that it was impossible to deliver a below-ground solution. The Forrestfield–Airport Link has proven that we can 
do it. For two years I have talked in this house about how I believe it is really important to develop a long-term 
transport plan across all modes of transport. I have talked about it over and again in this house. I have always 
said that the plan needs to be across all modes of transport. Elements of that report have leaked out this week. 
Am I disappointed in that? Yes, I am disappointed. However, the detail will be made available to everybody and 
I implore all the people of Western Australia to read these reports, not only the transport report, but also the 
modelling and everything that sits behind it — 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: — that will explain what the transport planners think is the appropriate approach to take. 
I will not go into any more detail about what will occur in the north, other than to say that we are committed — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: — and to reinforce what the Premier said, we are committed to a mass transit solution to 
the northern suburbs. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: As part of the process, we acknowledged — 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We acknowledged this project’s deferral in the past and it was debated in the past. At the 
time, I said that I believed the deferral provided me with a great opportunity to continue to challenge the basis on 
which the project was formed to see whether there were not smarter and better ways to do it. We have trialled 
new projects, Mr Speaker. For example, we established the 950 bus service from Morley into the CBD through 
to the University of Western Australia. This might be ridiculed by members opposite but there are some 
interesting statistics on the 950 service. We provided a high-frequency rapid transit solution for the people in the 
surrounding suburbs. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We established this bus service on a three to four-minute interval during peak periods from 
the Galleria shopping centre in Morley down Beaufort Street. We saw an immediate 25 per cent lift in passenger 
numbers. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We then worked with the three cities to ensure a better solution to the congestion by 
establishing bypasses at the traffic lights. We improved the travel time by three to four minutes. For me, three to 
four minutes did not sound like a lot but, by the end of the first year, the 950 bus service’s passenger numbers 
had increased by 39 per cent. It is really interesting that 18 000 people a day now use the 950 bus service. It is 
the most successful bus service in Western Australia. We should learn something from this. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: Let me get to my point. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: We have seen a 39 per cent lift in patronage. We are down to two to three-minute intervals 
as a high-frequency service because of the demand. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: We were able to deliver that at a much lower cost but it is really interesting to be able to 
understand the customers’ experience. For the last 20 years, the Public Transport Authority has undertaken an 
annual survey on customer satisfaction across our bus and rail networks. Our bus services average in the 
80 per cent satisfaction level, which is very high, and our train service averages 92 per cent customer 
satisfaction. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, you were on three calls—now 3.5. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Last year, the 950 bus service averaged a 94 per cent satisfaction level in the survey, with 
zero per cent of people dissatisfied. The satisfaction level is a very high level because people do not have to wait 
for a bus; they can just go out there. I said that the time delay gave me an opportunity to explore options. The 

 [9] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 22 June 2016] 

 p3871c-3881a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr John Day; Ms Rita Saffioti; Ms Janine Freeman; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Dean Nalder 

member for Perth established public forums for discussions and I went out and met with local business owners 
who were upset that I was reconsidering light rail. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: When I spoke to those people, they were disappointed that I was reconsidering light rail 
and we had a long discussion about the challenges they face. By the end of that meeting, without fail, no 
business wanted light rail to come down Fitzgerald Street. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: They implored the local member to — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: Those businesses wanted us to explore other options. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, enough! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: To make a light rail solution that comes down from the northern suburbs work effectively, 
it has to travel between 50 kilometres and 60 kilometres an hour in between stops. That means when it gets into 
Fitzgerald Street, which is narrow, the light rail system will be travelling at quite a high speed. I raised this with 
the City of Vincent. It was also concerned because it wanted light rail. After we looked through the challenges of 
that, the city was also concerned about a high-speed light rail system coming down Fitzgerald Street. People 
have asked us to explore alternatives. We have announced one part. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [12.59 pm] — in reply: What is very 
instructive about this debate is that neither the member for Perth, the member for Morley nor the member for 
Mount Lawley got up and spoke. The government denied its own members the opportunity to speak on this very 
important issue for their electorates. 

I want to go briefly through the arguments of the Premier. The arguments of the Premier go like this: “It was 
a promise by the Liberal Party; we didn’t have resources; we couldn’t do all the analyses.” On 
2 September 2012, the Premier and the Minister for Transport made an announcement via an official government 
press release. Five months prior to the caretaker period, this commitment was made by the government—not by 
the Liberal Party, by the government. The second point the Premier uses to defend himself is, “It wasn’t 
a deliberate untruth. We were saying what we thought at the time.” On 24 May 2016, one month ago, in this 
place, after being questioned by the member for Cannington, the Premier said this — 

Our decision was to defer MAX light rail; so, it still stands as a government project, albeit pushed out. 

One month ago the government was committed to it. One month ago the Premier knew it would be abandoned. 
Then the Premier says of course, “We don’t break any promises”: Ellenbrook rail; the redevelopment of 
Royal Perth Hospital; keep debt under $20 billion; no deficit under any government I lead; will not sell 
Fremantle port; will not privatise Western Power; will keep electricity price rises at the rate of inflation; not 
going to lay off any public servants; build a gas pipeline to Albany; not selling the TAB; there will be no toll 
roads in Western Australia; and no forced local government amalgamations! That is the Premier. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
Ayes (19) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.B. Watson 
Ms J.M. Freeman Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  

 

 [10] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 22 June 2016] 

 p3871c-3881a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr John Day; Ms Rita Saffioti; Ms Janine Freeman; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr Dean Nalder 

Noes (36) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.P. Jacob Mr N.W. Morton 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms W.M. Duncan Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr C.J. Barnett Ms E. Evangel Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.S. Love Mr J. Norberger 
Mr I.M. Britza Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr V.A. Catania Dr K.D. Hames Ms L. Mettam Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr C.D. Hatton Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
 

The SPEAKER: The result of the division is ayes 19; noes 35. The noes have it. 
Question thus negatived. 
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